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Textual Research on Tang Shaoyi’s Activities
during His 16 Years’ Stay in Korea
(QUAN Hexiu, Born in Panshi of Jilin Province of China
in 1962, ‘Ph. D. of Arts of the Academy of Korean
Studies, ROK, now Professor & Ph. D. Tutor
of School of History and Culture, Northeast

~ Normal University)

Abstract: From December 1882 to October 1898, Tang Shaoyi
was twice sent to Korea as an official of Qing Dynasty of China, and
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spent longest time in Korea among all the officials of Qing
Dynasty. His career in Korea could be divided into 3 periods: the
period of working in Customs of Korea; the period of working as aide
to Yuan Shikai, and the period of second-time mission to
Korea. Originally, he worked as an aide to P. G. von Mollendorff, the
German advisor serving Korean government, taking such posts as
assistant inspector of Customs of Pusan, and English teachers in the
Foreign Languages Training Center of Korea. Later he became an
important aide to Yuan Shikai, the plenipotentiary of Qing Dynasty in
Korea, and took such jobs as translator of City Government of Seoul,
member of foreign affairs committee of Korea, and commerce
commissioner of Yongsan branch of City Government of Seoul. During
this period, he twice acted on behalf of Yuan Shikai on affairs in
Korea. After the First Chinese-Japanese War, Tang Shaoyi became the
first formal diplomatic envoy of Qing Dynasty in Korea. Mgki;l_g an
endeavor to protect the interests of Chinese citizens and merc};ants in
Korea, he facilitated and finally realized the establishment of minister-
level diplomatic relation betweenr Chinese Qing Dynasty and Korean
Empire, contributing greatly to the modernization of China-Korea
relation. »

Keywords : Tang Shaoyi, Yuan Shikai, China-Korea Relation
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