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Tang Shaoyi in Social Transformation at the Turn of

Qing Dynasty and Republic of China
ZHOU Mian & WEI Shan-ling

( Research Center for Overseas Students and Modern China Jiangsu Normal University Xuzhou 221009 China)

Abstract: During the dramatic regime and social transformation at the turn of the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic
of China in the 1910s Tang Shaoyi was a famous personality with ups and downs. In his boyhood he was sent to study a—
broad but was withdrawn midway to serve the imperial court starting from an ordinary diplomatic official in the Qing Dy—
nasty to Minister of Foreign Affairs. After the 1911 Revolution he appeared on the South-North negotiation stage as “advo—
cator of Republic under Yuan Shikai administration” and served as the first cabinet premier of the Republic of China.
Since then he went all out for a republican and reunified China. In the face of counterrevolutionary acts of Yuan Shikai and
the northern warlords he unswervingly took the side to oppose Yuan Shikai and to protect the Republic. As a youthful new
diplomat and politician with overseas study experience he tried his best to defend national interests and spared no efforts
in fighting for democratic and republican politics with unique contribution to China’s new education. In the transformation
from China’s traditional society to a modern society Tang Shaoyi capitalized on the trend and maneuvered among all pow—
ers leaving behind a trace of new type of politician and diplomat.
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