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Forerunner of Development Economics:On Economic Thoughts
Comparison of Zheng Guanying and Friedrich List
XIANWEN
(School of International business, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an , 710062, China )

Abstract: The paper argues that both Zheng Guanying, the representative of mercantile thought in the
Late-Qing dynasty, and Friedrich List, one of the most important economists in the 19th century in Germany
devoted to exploring the economic developing mode of their country in the similar historical circumstances.
Through the comparison, the paper points out that the multi-dimensional feature of their economic thoughts
present similar developing way to industrialization and modernization. Their thoughts show the characteristics
of the development economics under the challenge of the outside world, while Zheng Guanying set the
direction and paved the way for the emerging development economics later in China.

Keywords: Zheng Guanying; Friedrich List; Comparison; Economic thought; Development economics
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