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The Bottom Line for Reform
——the Thought of Zheng Guanying and the Doctrine of Chinese
Learning as Essence, Western Leaming as Utilities, the

Dichotomy Between Dao and Qi

WU Guo
(History Department State University of New York at Albany, New York 12222, USA)
Abstract: Compared with the reformist bureancrats during the Tongzhi Restoration, the late Qing reformist thinker Zheng
Guanying pushed the doctrine of Chinese Learning as essence, Western Learning as utilities” forward to the dichotomy betw een
Dao and Qi, which can be seen as a breakt hrough of the contemporary Chinese mind. However, Zheng Guanying still stuck to
his fervent belief in Dao as the core of Confucianism and Taoism. The loyalty to the Dao and the antagonism towards Christiant
ty became the distinguished trait of late Qing reformst thinkers and their intellectual bottom line.
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