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Zheng Guanying’s Thoughts on Learning from the

West as a Way to Resurgence and Prosperity
From Warning in the Heyday

SONG Dehua
( School of History and Culture South China Normal University Guangzhou Guangdong 510631 China)

Abstract: In Warnings in the Heyday Zheng Guanying puts forward the ideas of learning from the west as a
way to resurgence and prosperity which clearly indicates that China’s contemporary trend of learning from the west
has reached a new stage. The general principle “To Govern with Concerted Efforts and to Educate in a Right
Way”  which involves various fruitful and insightful ideas that regard politics cultures education and economy as
the foundation of a society is Mr. Zheng’s interpretations of the western countries” prosperity and powerfulness.
Taking the democratic political system and the general policy of modernization as the key to prosperity and powerful—
ness Mr. Zheng has demonstrated an accurate and thorough understanding of the western countries” success.
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