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Study of Zheng Guanying’s Writings on the Brink
of Crisis and Other Lost Articles

Wu Guoyi

Abstract: Writings on the Brink of Crisis ( Jiu Shi Jie Yao) is one of the most important works
reflecting Zheng Guanying’s thoughts in his early years. This article delves into its connection with Shen
Bao ( Shanghai News) and sheds some new light on the time when each piece included in Writings on the
Brink of Crisis was written. As least 12 pieces were published on Shen Bao and there were several other
pieces published on Shen Bao but not included in the anthology. Among the 24 pieces collected in the
anthology 20 were written during early 1870s. Given this a conclusion can be drawn that Writings on
the Brink of Crisis reflected Zheng’s thoughts during the period of early 1870s rather than the 1860s ( as
previous study stated) . Moreover the article also casts light on some newly-found lost articles and poems
(11 in all) by Zheng Guanying which will be of value for the future study of Zheng.

Keywords: Zheng Guanying; Writings on the Brink of Crisis; Shen Bao; Textual Research;
Lost Articles
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