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Rong Hong: The Outstanding Pioneer of Chinese Modernization

LI Hua—xing
( The Institute of History, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200025, China)

Abstract: Rong Hong is the first Chinese student studying in America. He devoted his whole life in pushing
China on the road to prosperity and strength by bringing in the Western knowledge. The first gwup of children
studying in America headed by him was a great undertaking, which provided talents for the transition of soci-
ety. The complete sets of advanced equipment firstly imported by him established the basis for the modern ma-
chine building in China. Rong Hong sympathized with the Taiping Revolution, participated in the Reform
Movement of 1898, and promoted the Revolution of 1911, always standing on the frontier of social and political
revolutions. Rong Hong pursued brightness and kept up with the pace of time all his life, worthy of the title of
the outstanding pioneer of Chinese modernization.
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