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W u Jiashan and the Educational R eform
in the W esternization M ovan ent

GAO Hongcheng
(Sdol ofMahanatial Sciece Tianjin NomalUnwersiss Tianjin 300387 Ching
Instituie for theHisory of Natural Science CAS Beijing 100010 China)

Abstract Wu Jiashan (Woo Tsze un 1820— 1885), who studied education abwad
played a very mportant role in modem mathem atical education during the late Q ing Dynasty
Hewasborm atNanfeng County Jiangxi Povince in 1820 and died in 1885 1In 1853 he got
heJinshi degree which is the highe st degree at that tme Beween 1864 and 1867 hew orked
as a Chinese mathenatics nstusctor at Guangzhou TongW en Guan an instiwite of foregn larr
guages In 1878 he was appointed as a counselor b Spain and Pemn And in 1879 he was
nan inated as he canm issbner of the Chinese Education M ission n America W henever the e
was a conflict betveen hin and YungW ing W u was criticized as the enemy to students stud
ying abroad by Rong Then he cane back in 1881 Wuwas Bianxiy an officer of the Imperial
A cademy Hewas very interesied in m athematics and hiswoik and Suanshu Evsiiyi Zhong
(21 Books on M athematics) was an inflential reference book in the dam ain of mahen atics n
those days Wu is a typical case for the suudy of he educational eformm in heW estemization
M ovementofChina This paper presents a lot of historical m aterials abou tW u Jiashan and ex
pouds his mathematical works and his activities in the early period of studyng education a
bwad The paper henmakes an appraisal of Wu s woiks and actwitesunder he background of
that tme Especially itholds a new view hatWu shoul notbe responsible for the tem ination
of the Chnese Educational Plan of Rong H ong

Keywords W u Jiashan Suanshu Ershiyi Zhong an enemy to he swudents studyng a

bwad education n the W esternization M ovem ent
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