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Foreword

In 1847 Yung Wing went, in defiance of the perils of the vast ocean of the Pacific, to the US
to study. After graduation, he came back to China with a dream that through Western education,
China might be regenerated, become enlightened and powerful. Throughout his life, he witnessed
the Taiping Rebellion and actively participated in the Self-Strengthening Movement and the Hundred
Days of Reform. His resolve in shouldering the responsibility of saving the feeble Qing dynasty
through education and industrialization established his prestige in the modern history of China,
especially his initiative in establishing the unprecedented Chinese Educational Commission, which
gave rise to the Self-Strengthening Movement in the late Qing period. He is thus widely considered

the trail blazer and great thinker in the modernizing process of the history of China.
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CHAPTER V
MY COLLEGE DAYS

Before entering Yale, I had not solved the
problem of how I was to be carried through the
collegiate course without financial backing of a
definite and well-assured character. It was an
casy matter to talk about getting an education
by working for it, and there is a kind of romance
in it that captivates the imagination, but it is
altogether a different thing to face it in a busi-
ness and practical way. So it proved to me,
after I had put my foot into it. I had no one
except Brown, who had already done so much
for me in bringing me to this country, and
Hammond, who fitted me for college. To them
I appealed for advice and counsel. I was ad-
vised to avail myself of the contingent fund
provided for indigent students. It was in the
hands of the trustees of the academy and so
well guarded that it could not be appropriated
without the recipient’s signing a written pledge
that he would study for the ministry and after-

wards become a missionary. Such being the
34
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case, I made up my mind that it would be
utterly useless for me to apply for the fund.
However, a day was appointed for me to meet
the trustees in the parsonage, to talk over the
subject. They said they would be too glad to
have me avail myself of the fund, provided I was
willing to sign a pledge that after graduation I
should go back to China as a missionary. I gave
the trustees to understand that I would never
give such a pledge for the following reasons:
First, it would handicap and circumsecribe my
usefulness. 1 wanted the utmost freedom of
action to avail myself of every opportunity to
do_the greatest good in China. If necessary, I
xight be obliged to create new conditions, if I

found old ones were not favorable to any plan I

—might have for promoting her highest welfare.

In the second place, the calling of a missionary
is not the only sphere in life where one can do the
most good in China or elsewhere. In such a vast
empire, there can be hardly any limit put upon
one’s ambition to do good, if one is possessed of
the Christ-spirit; on the other hand, if one has
not such a spirit, no pledge in the world could
melt his ice-bound soul.

In the third place, a pledge of that character
would prevent me from taking advantage of any
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#0 MY LIFE IN CHINA AND AMEHRICA

American college, I naturally attracted consid-
erable attentiom: and from the [sct that 1 was
|.:|:|rE.:I'|.l.I!'| for ome of |!|'.|E' k| I:Jl.':.[\r' dr|1:|:'1|,:
societies | Linonian was the other) for two vears,
I was known by members of the three classes
above, and members of the three classes below
me. This Fact had contributed toward Familiar-
ming me with the college world at large, and my
nationality, of course, added piquancy to my
popularity,

As an undergraduate, I had already acquired
& factitious repotation within the walls of Yale
But that was ephemeral and soon passed cut of
existence aflter gradeation.

.‘h” ”'.:'-'II.IHI‘I my i -'.|1'|.£-r O] PR, 1\|'n-r"ia||_1.' n
the closing vear, the lamentable condition of

China was before my mind constantly amd
weighed on my spirits
aflten I had

I:'||I.I{'E|:i4l11. ]".I.ll. I;Illr:.'-.tu!nm'!-h' |_'|1|..trg'|'|] my |:|'|L"'|‘|_t|

In my despondency, 1
wiahed ncver been educated, as
and moral horizon, and revealed to me respons

hilities which the sealed eve of ignoranse can
never see, and sufferings and wrongs of human
ity to which an oneultivated and callous nature
can never bk made sensitive, The more om
knows, the more he suffers and is consequenti
|i"='- '!'.H Py s I:I‘"' les% oFe ki W, the lesa he ﬂ!:ll'.Fl-."h._

MY COLLEGE DAYS #1

and bence is more happy. But this is a low riew
of life, a cowanrdly feeling and unworthy of
being bearing the impress of divinity. [ had
started out to get an education. By dint of hard
work and self-denial 1 had finally secured the
goveted prize and although it might not be so
complete and symmetrical a thing as could he
desired, yet 1 had come right up to the conven-
tional standard and idea of a liberal edueation.
I could, therefore, call mysell an educated man
and, as such, it behooved me to ask, “What am
I going to do with my education?™ Before the
close of my last year in college I had already
sketched out what I should do. | was delermined
that the rising generation of China should enjoy
the same educational advantages that 1 had en-
joyed; that throngh western education China
might be regenerated, become enlightened and
powerful. To accomplish that ob ject became the
guiding star of my ambition. Towards such a
goal, I directed all my mental resources and
energy. Through thick and thin, and the vicissi-
todes of & checkered life from 1854 to 1872, |
labored snd waited for its consummation.

15
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