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Yung Wing’ s World: China in the Global Nineteenth Century
Richard S. Horowitz
History Department

California State University, Northridge

Abstract; This essay explores China’ s involvement in processes of global in-
tegration during the long nineteenth century, and argues that assertions that China
remained isolated from global processes in this time period are exaggerated. Nine-
teenth century globalization had three key characteristics; the emergence of net-
works that crossed regional, national and continental boundaries; the development
of global uniformities; and an emerging consciousness that individuals, families,
and states were part of a global human community. Chinese society was influenced
by all three during the nineteenth century. The essay uses as a case study the life
Yung Wing (1828 —1912), a Chinese man educated in the United States, who
worked as a businessman and as a Qing Government representative, and was later
a political activist in the revolutionary movement. Yung Wing’ s personal life, po-
litical, business and educational activities show the impact of global networks, u-
niformities, and consciousness on the life of an individual, and offer a window into
the dramatic impacts of global integration on China between 1840 and 1914.

Keywords: Yung Wing, nineteenth century, globalization, China, Chinese

Educational Commission, self-strengthening, Qing dynasty

The “West” in the Eyes of Late Qing Reformers: A Focus on
Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao’ s Euroamerican Travel Accounts
Cao Yinglong
School of History, Capital Normal University

Abstract: The Past-Opium War era saw a collapse of the traditional Chinese
concept of Tianxia centering on a Chinese-barbarian distinction, and those Chinese

with intellectual foresight began to reexamine the world in the hope of constructing
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