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The Translation and Vores of Rong Hong$s

""Chinese National Association Manifesto"'
TANG Yue
( Zhuhai Museum, Zhuhai 519015, China)
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Abstract: After the fail of Hundred Days”Reform of 1898, Rong Hong took up quarters in the foreign settlement of Shanghai. But
he continued to take an active part in the affairs connect with the reform movement, and reinstatement of the newly ousted Emper—
or Guangxu. On July 26, 1900, Tang Caichang established the Chinese National Association in Shanghai, Rong Hong was elec—
ted President. Rong then prepared a Manifesto for the meeting. But the full text of it was never known to the world. Nowadays,
most scholars get a crude picture of it, either from Revolutionary History of the Republic of China by Feng Zi~you, a most promi—
nent revolutionary, or The Chronicle of Tang Caichang by Sin-wai Chan, Professor of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The
former did not attach the English original, while the latter came with the English text, which was based on The Diary of Inoue

Masaji and was, telling from its style and terminology, apparently a draft version. Recently, the Translator has discovered its full

text from British Documents on Foreign Affairs Reports and Papers from the Foreign Office Confidential Print, which is trans—
lated in Chinese in this text. In the Manifesto, members of the Reform Party lambasted the Qing Government for its total corrup—
tion and inability. As a result of their deliberation, they declared to the world that they no longer recognised the Qing Government
as a political organization. They desired to reinstate Emperor Guangxu to construct a Constitutional Empire, with an aim to a—
chieve civil freedom and constitutional liberty, as well as freedom of conscience and faith, of private judgment and speech. They
also resolved that it was their great political doctrine that the new Government would be of the people, by the people, and for the
people, that they would make the new Government and its administration honest and pure, and that they would abolish all social

and political evils.
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