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Towards Revolution: A study of Yung Wing
LET Yi
( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences  Beijing 100006 China)
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Abstract: Yung Wing was the pioneer in the cause of students studying abroad in modern China. From participation in the West—
ernization Movement reform movement to the final support for the 1911 revolution his tortuous process from a moderate reformer
to a violent revolutionarier not only reflects the mentality of the students studying abroad but also reflects social changes in mod—
ern China. Therefore his life like a mirror reflects the historical trend of modern China. His case illustrates that the occurrence

of revolution is often due to the ruling class unwilling to reform.

11



