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Ten Wives of Students Abroad Coincided with China’s Entire
Modernization Process

YAO Shuping

Abstract: This paper begins with the first wave of Chinese Youth sent by Government
to study in the US in 19th century, and ends with 21st century new age students
aboard. The paper covers total ten different waves of study abroad over period of
over 140 years that coincided with China’s entire modernization process. From mid-
nineteen century during “the Westernization Movement” , the first official dispatch
of US bound Youth students followed closely with Modernization Movement that
characterized by the focus on change in goods (economy); In the second wave, study
abroad in Europe, the focus shifted from economical to political changes; The third
wave of study abroad in the early 20th century before the “Revolution of 19117 seen
tens of thousands students went to Japan; The fourth wave to the US, result of “the
Boxer Indemnity” , brought changes in culture; “Work-Study in France” is the fifth
wave of study abroad that brought Proletarian Revolution; The sixth wave to Western
nations surrounded Sino-Japanese war provided human resource reserve for China’s
modernization process; During the Fifties, Soviet bound from mainland (seventh
wave) and US bound from Taiwan (eighth wave) provide manpower needed for
modernization drive on both sides of the strait. The ninth wave of study abroad after
“Reform and Open” and the Tenth wave of new century are main force of current
modernization.

Keywords: China, Modernization, Study abroad, Tide of returning, Cultural

exchange, Changes
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