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On the Politics of Memory in Yung Wing’s Autobiography

Pan Minfang

Abstract: Yung Wing (or Rong Hong), Father of Overseas Chinese Students, published his autobiography, My Life in China
and America, in 1909, a record of what he did tirelessly for the prosperity of China and his diplomatic, political and educational
activities therein. In this autobiography, he initiated a unique memonic mechanism via representing his personal memory
interweaving time and space as well as his desire for a collective memory of identity. It can be seen from the efforts he makes
in building a bridge between the East and the West in his autobiography that his personal memory, interwoven collective memory,
is characterized by a hybrid identity, concealing the author’s consciousness of naturalization.
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