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The Evoluntion of Human Capital Thoughts in the Disputes on
Overseas Education of Late Qing Dynasty
Zhu Kongjing

Abstract; With the deepening of Western invasion in modern history, China was reduced to

a semi-colonial arid semi-feudal society step by step. In such a social background, overseas

education was promoted in Late Qing Dynasty and constituted an important part of the ex-

ploration of ways to save the nation and its people by some advanced Chinese people at that

time. Various discussions on studying abroad generated abundant educational thoughts in

late Qing Dynasty, including such thoughts as “the Eastward dissemination of Western

learning” proposed by Rong Hong that aimed to cultivate the completely “Westernized”

talents, “Westernized Chinese style” advocated during the Westernization Movement that

aimed to cultivate personnel that could make the country both rich and militarily powerful,

“Becoming stronger through political reforms” proposed in Reform Movement that attemp-

ted to cultivate the thought of saving the country and its people as well as rescuing the na-

tion from deep crisis, and the thoughts of “awarding those studying abroad” and “taking

Japan as the teacher” in the New Deal period that were committed to cultivating new talents

urgently needed by the New Deal. All these thoughts demonstrate the distinct characteristics

of different times, witnessing the changing tendency in modern China’s learning from the

West that started with the direct learning of machinery manufacturing and technology, then

shifted to the learning of Western institutions and policies, and lastly changed to the learn-

ing of profound Western ideas and conceptions. This tendency reflected a deeper understand-

ing and acceptance of Western learning. Training talents who could adapt to the new world

situations and could be equipped with new technology, new knowledge and new ideas had

always been the theme of overseas education discussions in the late Qing dynasty.

Keywords: thoughts on overseas education; the Eastward dissemination of Western learn-

ing; Westernized Chinese style
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