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Verification of Yung Wing’ s Chinese Poetry

and Pseudonym

Bing Muxin

Abstract: Yung Wing received complete Western education programs

successively in Macao Hong Kong and America which might hinder him from
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learning traditional Chinese culture and creating Chinese poetry. But this could
do no harm to his fame as the Father of Chinese International Students. Instead
his image of a pioneer to master Western learning as an international student and
forward it to the East as his mission when he returned would be further
manifested. The recent studies on Yung Wing assumed that Yung Wing had
created more than a few Chinese poems and indicated that a pseudonym Ouxi
Shibo  could be him. Yung Wing’ s indomitable spirit could be found in his life
stories but due to lack of evidence it was not the time to conclude that he was
particularly interested in and good at Chinese literature creation. This paper finds
that the 10 Pastoral Poems (Yuan Ju Shi Shou) cannot be verified as Yung
Wing’ s creation that a few other poems thought to be his work are proved
made by others and that it should be more prudent to claim there is a connection
between the pseudonym “Ouxi Shibo” and Yung Wing.
Keywords: Yung Wing; Chinese Traditional Poetry; Verification
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