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He will be

remembered for what he gave

[t goes without saying that someone in my
position would be enormously proud of being Yung
Wing's grandson. The other significant sentiment I
would share with your readers/viewers 1s my gratitude
to all the authors and scholars like yourself whose
research and writing of my grandfather virtually
educated me on the subject. 1 grew up without a great
deal of knowledge of him. There is a wide age gap
between us and even between my father and I. My
tather passed away when I was an infant. However
over the years through natural interest I accumulated
a fair understanding of my grandfather's spirit and
contribution.These learned persons recorded Yung

Wing as a patriot, a pioneer, a reformer and the Father



of Overseas Education. Their objectives would be many
but must include setting him as an example for later
generations.

In one of the conferences I attended to commemorate
Yung Wing and the CEM students a speaker mentioned that
there is no doubt many thousands if not millions of Chinese
youngsters would follow YW's example for overseas
education. However the speaker added emphatically that
being the pioneer takes vision and determination. I would
add it takes courage and commitment as well.

Today young Chinese men and women line up to
apply for higher education overseas and when they are
overseas, communication with home is only a Wechat way.
As evident in your book/video, YW 's initial effort in the
mid 19th century to persuade parents to let him take their
sons to America was not a success . He had to resort to
recruiting from his own neighbourhood of Xiangshan and
by including many of his cousins and nephews in Zhuhai to
make the numbers. Asking parents to trust him with their
teenage sons to travel to some strange foreign land i1s more
adventurous than going to Mars today. Nevertheless he
pushed forward and achieved his 120 young boys.

In recent times I have had the immense experience



of meeting many grandson of CEM students. Without
exception these turned out to be warm relationships
between fairly senior citizens. There 1s recognition that
we are third generations of grandfathers with very close
relationships. We start off exchanging life stories and a
strong bond would always develop. I am usually gratified
to meet a learned man worthy of being a descendant of
the 120. They in turn are always delighted to meet the
grandson of their family benefactor.

Many a time their conversation would include
.."without your grandfather, we would not be who we are
today..." I would respond with "... without Rev.Brown we
would all not be where we are today...." So it 1s with fate.
My new found friends and I would invariably hug each
other when we bid farewell. 1 am blessed to have many
new friends on this instant basis. Among those whose
names spring to mind are Liang Zanxun, Dana Young,
Richard Lee and Bruce Chan, by sheer coincidence all
professors. I also fervently wish one day I could meet a
descendant of Rev Brown to say how grateful I am.

Talking of fate, it 1s not well known how Yung
Wing's marriage to my grandmother came about. He

was well into his 40s and have by then succeeded in his



CEM mission. He was however a man steeped in western
culture and methods. He confided in his best friend , the
Rev Joseph Twitchell that he is too western in his ways to
marry a Chinese lady and added in his view no American
girl will marry him because of his race. A determined Rev.
Twitchell and his wife however first convinced YW that
he was wrong in his opinion, they then went about to pave
the way as they say, for YW to meet, court and eventually
to marry Mary Kellogg, my grandmother, who was by all
accounts a wonderful lady.

Some people would attribute this momentous event to
fate, as all marriages are. [ believe with much reflection
that 1t could be the will of our Creator in this unusual
marriage of my dear grandparents in the 19th century in
New England. Whatever it is you may observe that 1 am a
grateful man for the many reasons stated above.

YW 's life was spent in contribution to his country and
his community. He will be remembered for what he gave.

It has always been my ambition to follow in his footsteps.

Yung Yungcheng
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