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Xiangshan’s Comprador and Belief of Fengshui
——The Case Study of Xu Run

LIANG Wen-sheng
(University of Electronic Science and Technology of China, Zhongshan Institute Zhongshan 528400 China)

Abstract The contents of fengshui that Xu Run described in A Chronicle of Xu Yu-zhai’s Life could be
divided into three types: the type of individual interest, the type of familial prosperity, and the type of clan’s charity.
Xu Run took an affirmative perception of fengshui. Why did Xu Run has a belief of fengshui while he was a early
comprador who contacted the western culture? In addition to the elements of cultural background and rural society,
the main cause was that compradors’ occupation depended on social capital. The practical contents of fengshui
would imperceptibly strengthen the social relationship of family and clan, which could protect the interests of
Xiangshan’s compradors at last.
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