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Xu Run and the Early Chinese Modernization of Economy

ZHAO Feng - lian
(1. Research Institute of City Modernization Zhuhai Branch School Beijing
Normal University Zhuhai 519087 Guangdong China)

Abstract: The Xiangshan people Xu Run was born at a time when the tide of Western industrialization swept across the whole
world and China was also in the transition period towards modernization. In this background the experience of Xu Run was
closely related with the early modernization of China. This is mainly manifested in the following four aspects: firstly conforming
to the trend of the times as a comprador; secondly promoting the transformation of the comprador capital to the national capital;

thirdly taking office in China Merchants Steamship Company and operating mining; fourthly devotion to the cultural and educa—
tional causes. Glory and toughness were intertwined throughout Xu Run’s life which reflected the difficult process of Chinese
early modernization.
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