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On the Formation of XU Run’ s Enterprising Spirit
and National Awareness during His Compradorship
ZHANG Shi-hong
(Jinan University, Guangzhou 510634, China)

Abstract; During XU Run’s compradorship, his humble status helped develop
his enterprising spirit, while the rampant pillage of the western powers helped him to
get a better understanding of the foreigners and the foreign banks, thus his national
awareness was shaped.
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Rethinking on Ethnic Boundaries and Their Identification
— Preface to Wang Ming— ke’ s New Book on Qiang Nationality
Yih—yuan Li (Academia Sinica, Taipei)

This article is a preface for the book “ The Qiang betwixt and betw een Han and Tibetan” by Professor Ming— ke W ang. It can also serve as a

reader’ s guide to this new book which is resulted from a field research on ethnic boundaries and interactions between different cultures in Western
China. The author of this article points out that Professor Wang’ s approach to the understandig of Qiang’ s ethnicity was put in the cultural and his-
torical context of two ethnic groups, namely Han and Tibetan, their interaction and identity. T he author emphasizes that ethnic identity is highly sub-
jective and arbitrary, like the early men’s effort of grouping or classification of objects as means to achieve the understanding of the nature and the u
niverse which is in fact a continuum. A researcher should be aw are of this subjctive nature of labeling in approaching ethnic identification.
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