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"NOTICES.

wme Londou Mail of the 20th Oct., is due

111;;;Hlkullg on the 26th Nov., and here ou
hi:u 1st Dac.—The Zlst of Ot Mail arrived
?.n y ear ou the 28th Nov., per PVerona.

The next Freuch Mail of 20th Oflt., is due
u Hongkong on the 5th Dec., and here on

the 11th Deo.
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rux publication of the Norvth-China Dty
News commenced al Hh. 30m. a. M.

mail advices recetved in London from

September 30th.
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ij..a._ﬂﬂutumll Riﬂa G-r:ﬁ_lj;at:itinll 7.00 a.m,

son1c—Maeeting of the Lodye
B of Assiduity, at the Masonio
H‘ll T T T T IR T L L LR L L L L 5,15 p_n‘l

§,V.C.—Squad Drill for No. 38°
'"‘Compauny, st the Main
Guﬂrd l'll'l'i-l'lill.ll-l-l'llIll..l""il‘l g-{}o pinll-

raLiaN OPERA at the Lyceum
I Theatre .cceeeeressssnossense 9.00 p.m.

—

Zi-ka-wel Observatory.
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SHANGHAI, NOVEMBER 27, 1882,
-
Tae latest contribution to the Opium
controversy, published in our issue of
the 28rd inst. from a Correspondent
signing himself ‘ Mi Po U,’ has at least
the merit of originality, Hitherto the
strongest supporters of the foreign
opinm-traffic have not ventured further
than the assertion that opinm smoking
is not the terrible vice and evil its
opponents affirm it to be, and that in
some cases it may even have a slightly
beneficial effect, as when moderately
indulged in by dwellers in a malarious
climate who make no use of alcoholic
stimulants. Controversialists of this
class, too, contemplate with tolerable
equa.nimit.jrLheeve:ltuﬂl,thuughgraduul,
annibilation of the trade in Indian
opinm by means of the increasing oul-
tivation of the native drug ; at any vate,
none, whether disturbed or encouraged
by the prospect, have denied that the
contingency is one which will have to be
faced some day. But this new champion
takes up an entirely new method of
defence. Iu his view, Indian opium is
not merely not so bad as it is made
out to be; it is a positive benefit to
China, So far from being a hindrance
to the progress of Christianily, it has
been an important factor in its intro-
duction. Iustead of working against
missionaries, it is a missionary agent
itself, partly by supporting the introduc-

of the poppy-flowers.” Baron von
Richthofen is our anthority for saying
that in Yunuan and Shénsi the poppy
has ousted the erops of wheat, beauns,
and rape. Dr. Legge offers similar
testimony as vegards other places ;
while Mr. Ney Elias reported as early
as Bix years previously—say iu 1867
—that the cultivation of opinw along
the line of the old Yellow River in
Houau is stead:ily increasing, wheat and
opium being in fact the only winter
crops to be noticed in the distriots of
Kuei-tien Fa aud Sai.chou. Mr,
Spence, a recent and high authority
on the subject, speaks of the ‘in-
oreased production” of native opium
in  Yuaunan, supporting his state.
ments by figures which are startling
in their significance. * When Richt.
hoven wrote,” says Mr. Speunce else-
wlhere, “ opium was apparently culti-
vated on poor laud only, getting little
cultivation and no manarve; but now-
a-days it 18 grown on good land
carefully manured, and under such
conditions it produces, as far as I could
ascertain, an average amount ouly s
little less than Mr. Baber’s estimate”’—
which was over 400 ounnces per acre,
Now whatever may be the value of
these accounts, they certaiuly do not
point in the direction indicated by our
Correspondent. We see little chance
at preseut, at any rate, of Indian opium
driving the native out of the fields of
Chiua. That there is a struggle going
on between the two is olear enough,
aud it seems that, if anything, Iudiau
opinm is losing ground while native
opium is gaiving rapidly; in what
seunse, then, can the former be regarded
a8 a *“ fierce antidote killing the deadly
poison 7’ Bat supposing even that
it were so; that by the importation of
Iudian opium the soil of China were
being nctually freed, year by year, from
the baueful native crop; supposing
that not another poppy-plaut grew in
the Eighteen Proviuces; what then ?
Would not Iudian opium, in exter-
minating its native rival, have suc-
ceeded by virtue of that very process
in creating such an enormous trade
that *the difficulties of its suppres.
sion would be a huundredfold greater
than they are mow ? Oun this point
our Correspondent is silent. He pro-
phesies in a vague and transoendental
style that when the Indian drug has
accomplished its missionary work of
freeing the soil of China from the|
poppy-plant, it, in 1its turn, will disap-
pear before something nobler——aven

mny be.
like it==has been made befure, and is

heard of the future moral regeneratiou

sound of its approaching chariot-wheels
still tarries,
and the Empress R-gent were to abjure

would have a morally-regeuerative in-
fluence upon the millions of humbler
smokers over whow they rule ; but who
is to morally-regenerate the Prince
and Ewpress ?

Let the Indian importation pursue its

tion of Christian rule, as in India, @ud [ Christian career unhindered, and let

partly by freeing the soil from the incu-
bus of a barmful growth, as in China,—
“wresting the land from epium-culti-
vation and freeing an ever-increasing
acreage for the growth of other crops.”
Here at any rate we have a new light
thrown upon the question, a new in-
terest infused into the well-worn con-
troversy. Our Correspondeunt charac-
terises his theory as the possible
solution of a difficult problem, and no
one will deny that the bolduness of his
contention and the very striking way
in which he advauces and supports it
render it at any rate worth retort. We
will content ourselves with very briefly
indieating the lines on which, as we
think, *Mi Po U’ has laid himself
open to attack. He seems to take for
granted that China has been an opium.
growing aud opium-smoking country
for centuries. Is this, in the fallest
souse, & fact ? Granting his conten.
tion that the pleasures of opium were
celebrated by Chinese poets in ancieut
times ; does it follow that the intro.
duction of Iudiau opium has wvob very
largely fostered an already existing
vice ? Iundian opium, we ave told, is
setting free ground originally devoled
to growing the drug, and so encourag-
iug the cultivation of more useful crops.
I3 this really so? It is a clever argu-
ment ; but is it not a little empirical ?
Do we not hear from all quarters of
the inorease of the native growth, and
i8 not this increase defended by Chinese
statesmen a8 being the only means iu
theiv power of freeing their country
from the Indian importations ? The
Governor of Shausi, apparently, views
matters in & very different light from
our able Correspoudeut. There is
bardly a district in the proviuce,
says Chang Ta-jén, which does not
grow npium, more or less. In the
oities, the prnpnrtiun of smokers is
eighty per ocent, and in the country
sixty, Critics who say that the cultiva.
tion should not be iuterfered with are
in the Governor's upiniun men of little
experience, This dves not look like a
falling-off in the uative growth. It
seems rather as though the importa-
tion bad not kept pnce with the re.
quirements of the people, and the
consumers of the drug had consequeuntly
resorted to the expedient of growing
it for themselves., Liouking back upon
what we aud others wrote upon this
subject eight or ten years ago, we find
that the native cultivation has increased
iustead of diminished. * Iu the north,”
says one authority, writing early in the
lnst decade, ‘““‘acres upon acres, whicl
lill recently were clothed iu the soft
green of the springiug ocorn aund rioe-
plaute, are now all ablaze with millions

to come but also for that which
now 18, It is a blessed thing to be

by the same process, feeling that to
flood the Chinese Empire with a
noxious but auriferous drug is the real
and ouly way to free the people from
its tyranny.  Missionaries will now,
no doubt, welcome opium as their best
ally, and deplore the shortsighteduess
which has led them hitherto to regard
it as & formidable and insidious foe,

The Royal Italian Opera Company an-
nounce the opera of ‘Ernani’ for this
eveuing.

The Catholic Circle give a musical and
literary entertainment this evening, com-
mencing at half-past eight.

The steamer Wenchow from Newchwang

reports haviug passed a heavy field of ice
coming down the river on an ebb tide.
We hope the Customs will reviss their
winter postal tariff and lessen the charges
for conveyiny mail matter to the North,

sive.

Telegramns were received here yesterday
from certain firms in New York reportiug
large failures in the tea-trade, and the
market in a very depressed condition, The
messages were dated Friday, the 24th inst.
This is bad news for houses interested in
the trade here.

Our Peking Correspondent gives an in-
teresting item of 1iuntelligence in the letter
we publish this morning. An underling
in the Board of Revenue has turned
‘Queen’s evidence '—or its Manchu equi-
valent—and drawn up a schedule of the
bribes received by the high officials, among
whom the Prince of Kung figures as the
recipient of Tls. 40,000, His Iwmperial

Higliness is also said to practise usury on
a large scale.

See—

Wae translate from our contemporary the
Yii Wén Lu an interesting document from
Li Huug-chang, inviting fresh candidates
to come forward for the Naval School.
By a strange oversight, however, no date
is attached to it, and we are there-
fore left in wuncertainty as to when
it was issued. As the writer speaks of
himself as Viceroy of Chihli, and only
Acting Superintendent of Trade for the
Northern Ports, it is fair to couclude that
the paper was compiled some time last

year,

of the world for mauny years, but the| ..,

where people find them to be very exces- |

l with the

A Decree has been issued by the Emperor
which is of interest to us in Shanghai. We
find it in yesterday morning’s Shén Pao.
Tso Tsung-t‘ang has memorialised the
Throne to the effect that he is very ill,
and remedies have failed to restore him to
health. As, therefore, he feels himself to
be totally unfit for work, he begs the per-
mission of His Majesty to resign his post
and retire from the public service. The
Ewmperor now replies, granttug the Viceroy
leave of absence for the space of three
months.—Private advices that we have
received inform us that His Excellency’s
coudition is still far from satisfactory. He
has intervals of comparative strength,
during which he is able to see visitors and
attend to business ; at other times, however,
he is almost in a state of collapse.

According to the Reuter we publish else-
where this morning, Sir Thomas Wade
denies the statement that he does not
intend to return to China. The telegram
which contained the assertion thus con-
tradicted stated also that Sir Pope Hen-
nessy did intend to return, and many of
our readers no doubt will look anxiously
to see whether this is to be contradicted
too. It is not asserted, however, that Sir
Pope is coming out in his former capacity.
That we have solid grounds for believing
to be impossible. Buat that he has for
some time iutended to pay auother visit to
Japan is true eunough, and the telegram
may possibly refer to this. It is said that
Sir Pope Hennessy is desirous of obtaining
some poat of influence in counection with

the Government of either Japan or
China.

PR rE—

A Correspondeunt writes to us from Tien-
tsin :—*‘ The Uorean Ambassadors are still
here. Li Huug-chaug has carried his point
with respect to establishing a Customs
service iu Corea. The cotton-mill licence
is only granted to P‘ang by Li, and has
not been approved at Peking. Tso is
aware of this, and took advantage of the
opportunity to bring it to the notice of the
Central authorities to the . prejudice of
Measrs. Frazar & Co., thereby dealing an
inciirect blow at Li Hung-chaung. It fol-
lows from this that the licence granted to
P‘ang is legally null and void.—The
Censors are ruuuning a tilt against DMa
Kien-chung, charging him with having
imitated Ohung dou in exceeding his
instructions. Their contention is that both
were guilty of the same fault, but one is
rewarded and the other still lying in
disgrace.”’

Captain William John Gill, whose fate
has now beeu ascertained, was an ollicer of

the “1_‘-""“'] regeneration of the m'”lu“_ﬂ some distinction in the Eugineers, in which
of China ﬂ'“d1”f Eugland too. Well, it corps he became a lisutenaut in 1864 and
The prophecy — ot others | pyceived his captaincy in December 1871.

He had been for some time before hia death

obscure enough for safety. We have attached to the intelligence department at

the Horse Guards, and his kuowledge of
y couutries,acquired by exteusive travel

_ ] no doubt made his services of great value.
Perhnps if Prince Kang| 4,

resided in Shanghai for some months
hefore starting on the journey which he

the insidious pipe, their high example Jdescribed in ** The River of Golden Sand,”

published a few years ago.
Captain Gill has travelled, we believe, in
out of the way and little kuown districts
in Persia, the results of which he con-
?  We oan ouly suppose| riputed in some papers read before the
that everything will come in time. Royal Geographical Society. In 1874 he

Since then

was & caudidate for the parliamentary

; representation of Hackney, and in 1880
Eugland and Lh_ﬁ “P‘““’-"m““h““tﬂ.“f he stood for Nottingham, being unsuccessful
Bowbay reap a rich harvest meauwhile.| ,,, hoth occasious ; although he was very

Godlivess as we all k““f’" 18 Pmﬁ'f' popular and made a wmost favourable im-
able not ouly for the life that is|  ession on the electors.

We have been favoured by Captain

able to fill our pockets and do good| Donaldson of the s.s. Glenavon with the

following report :—Left Gravesend at 4
a.m. oun the dth October, Malta at 6 p.m.
on the 14th, and arrived at Port Said at
11 a.m. on the 18th, left Suez at noon on
the 20th, arrived at Singapore at 8 a.m.
on the 9th November, left at 4 p.m. on
10th, arrived at Hongkong at 4 p.m. on
the 17th and left at 2.30 p.m. on the 20th.
Experienced strong mousoon and sea up
the coast, at 3 a.m. on the 24th passed
Video Island, strong northerly gale and
thick weather with heavy rain, at 5.30
p.m. same day aunchored with Gutzluff
bearing south fourteen miles distaut, strong
N.E. wind and heavy sea, ship rolling
heavily, At 2 a.m. on the 25th weighed
anchor procseded, at 4.J0 a.m. passed
Tungsha Light-vessel, at 6.30 anclored
with Kintoan Light-vessel bearing N.W.
b W. at 7.30 a.mn. raeived pilot on board
and proceeded, at 10.20 aunchored off the
Red Buoy, Woosung, at 11,30 weighed
anchor and proceeded over the Bar, at 1
p.m. anchored in Puwder Limit to dis-
charge eartridges, at 7.30 a.m. on the 26th
made fast alongside Hongkew Wharf.*

Weo liear that Mr. Tong King-sing has
gong to Tientsin with two Coreans on
business conuected with mining enferprize
in the Peninsula. DMoreover the rumour
is that something serious has gone wrong
with the Kaiping mines ; that either
the erngineera have become convinced
that the coal is of too 1nferior quality
to be prolitably worked, or the expense
of opeuing new means of communica-
tion with consuming places would be too
great to be uundertaken. Whatever may
be the truth it appears that there is a
widespread belief among foreigners in the
north that the prospects of the Kaiping
mines are now at a lower pass than
they have ever beeu before. It is said
that Mr. Tong King-sing is to prospect
for various metals aud minerals in Cores,
gold buiuﬁ of course one of the former, and

iscoveries he hopes to make the
purses of Li Hung-chang and the share-
holders in the coal mines are to be re-
plenished. We give these rumours for
what they are worth. If they are true we
shall regret what is likely to lead to the
abandonment of an enterprize for the
developement of the mineral wealth of
the country. However rich the Corean
mines may prove the benefit which Chinese
will receive from working them will be
small compared to what much lesser results

at Kaiping would have conferred on this

l country.

i

Before our excellent contemporary the
China Mail published suchablood aud thun-
der article as we reproduce to-day it would
have been well if the editor had reflected
that some of his readers may Lave nerves
that are easily agitated. It may be that
the article was produced in the pauses of a
nightmare ; but though that might be an
excuse for publishing it as a literary curio-
sity, it is scarcely a reason for offering it to
the world as a serious contribution to con-
temporary history and information. It is
likely enough that Russia has been collect-
ing, or perhaps it would be more accurate
to say redistributing her forces; we should
think it probable that this is constantly
going on in that Empire and may mean very
little, 1if anything. But the imagination
of the Hongkong writer takes the wildest
alarm, and he scents a struggle among the
great powers as frantic as Armageddon, in
which almost all the nations of the earth
will be enveloped in the flames of war. The
seat of that struggle is to be so vast that it
is somewhat surprizing the writer did not
study brevity, and at the same time drop
into poetry, like Mr. Wegg, and describe it
as “ From Greenland’s icy mountains, to
India’s coral strand.” Then consider the
minuteness and accuracy of the political,
strategical, and omniscient information.
Here we have Courts and Camps described
by one evidently to the maunner born,
glimpses of prophecy offered, and a general
unsettlement of things as they now are,
drawn in such a fine frenzy that while it
curdles the blood it makes one wish there
were more of it. It works on the imagina-
tion like a ghost story, and produces the
same effect on the sober mind. For such
a mass of information the Mail should
have given some authorities, as common-
place people will be apt to doubt that
one man’s head could hold so much and it
all be true. And again, if the millenium
is far off, why tell us that which is our
misfortune and mnot our fault? The
longest postponement of that desirable
period will, we very much fear, be too
short to fit the contributor to the Masil for
the enjoyment of universal peace and love.

The Rev. A.J. Bamford preached an
able sermon yesterday morning on the
subject of the forthcoming Bazaar. He
took for his text Exodus XXXV verses 25
and 26 :—*‘ And all the women that were

wise-hearted did spin with their hands,
and brought that which they had spun,
both of blue, and of purple, aud of scarlet,
and of fine linen. And all the women
whose hearts stirred them up in wisdom
spun goats’ hair.” The reference in this
passage i8 of course to the works under-
taken for the building of the Tabernacle in
the wilderness, when, as we read a little
further on, *‘ the children of Israel brought
a willing offering unto the Lord, every man
and woman, whose heart made them will-
ing to bring for all manner of work, which
the Lord had commanded to be made by
the hand of Moses.” Mr. Bamford’s re-
marks were both striging and appropriate,
In the course of his sermon he referred in
cordial terms to the Christian charity
evinéed by those ladies who, not belong-
ing to his congregation but to the Cathe-
dral, had come forward so generously to
assist, He also referred to the matter of
raffles, and expressed a hope that these

would not form part of the proceedings on
Thursday week. Not, he said, because

there was anything intrinsically wrong in

a number of persons investing so much
money in the chance of obtaining some
high-priced article that nobody cared to
purchase for himself at the figure put
upon it, but because a raffle was a species
of gambling ; and as gambling is one of
the prevalent vices of Shanghai, he would
be sorry to see any countenance of the
gambling principle on the part of the
church, which was a witness for Christ in
the world. There was some humour in
the way in which Mr. Bamford dealt with
the delicate question of receiving gifts
from the ungodly. In the first place, he
frankly avowed that he did not know who
the ungodly were. That there were such
people he had every reason to believe ; but
it was not for him to judge who they might
be. Besides, if that principle were to be
carried out consistently, it would be neces-
sary for him to trace the history of every
dollar put into the plate on a cullection-
day ; to find out who gave it, where he, in
his turn, got it from, and in fact to go
through all the giver's ledgers to try and
discover whether there had been any
infraction of sound commercial principles
in the carrying on of his business. This,
he thought, God did not require him to do,
for it was not commoun sense. —The service
was very fully attended.

REUTER'S TELEGRAMS,
(Vid Sukz.)
(Supplied solely to the ““ N.-C. Daily News.”)
London, 24th November.
Sir Thomas Wade denies the statement

that he will not return to China.
The Frenmch Chamber of Deputies has
passed the Bill for the ratification of the

Treaty for acquiring territory in the Congo
River.
Twelve per cent. of the British troops in

Egypt are sick.

PROCLAMATION BY HIS8 EXCELLENCY
LI HUNG-CHANG,

A proolamation issued by Earl Li, Viceroy
of Chihli, Senior Guardian of the Heir
Apparent, High Commissioner of Coast
Defence for the Northern Seas, and Acting
Superintendent of Trade, calling for a
competitive examination of candidates.
Inasmuch as formerly a want has been
felt for the two branches of Naval and
Eugineering achools, I did establish on the
7th moon of the 6th year of Kuaug Hsii a
Naval School in Tientsin for Northern
students ouly. This establishment has
existed now for a year and more, and
some progress has also been made, but
it has never arrived at the full com-
plement required owing either to the
dull abilities of the scholars or to their
being too old for the purpose. This has
arisen perhaps on the score that too small
an allowance lias been made for the

students ; I have therefore altered the re-

882.

gulation of granting a monthly allowance
of Tls. 1.00 for each scholar, to Tls. 4 per
month, This sum will be sufficient to
afford sustenance for a moderate sized
family. In the naval school at Foochow
scions of respectable families studied
there, and on the completion of their
course were promoted to captaincies
of ships of war. Some of these have
now attained to the second and third ranks,
some even have had bestowals of reward
for bravery. Now, as regards these candi-
dates for the Tientsin school, 1if such
among them also complete their course,
I have also decided to memorialize the
Throne to bestow marks of honour on
them. The principal regulations are as
follows :—All students, members of respect-
able families, below the ages of 16 and 17
years, without distinction of provinces,
capable of writing an ordinary composition
or half a thesis, who wish to be candidates,
are required to write down their ages com-
mencing from next year, and also the
names of their great grandfathers, grand-
fathers and fathers, and go to the Naval
School and have them recorded. 'The
Superintendent of that establishment will
then examine the said candidates and
class them according to their examination
papers. Now the scholars of the present
hour are the future bulwarks of the Ewm-
pire, and they will be rewarded according to
their several abilities. The following are
the regulations for admittance of the candi-
dates :—

1.—Candidates who are admitted, are
required to produce a written document
from parents or guardians stating that they
are willing to follow the rules and regu-
lations of the school ; they are also required
to produce a bond from some of the gentry
of Tientsin.

2.—Scholars are put on probation for the
first three months, board and lodging free,
at the expiration of which time, those that
are retained will obtain an allowance of
Tls. 4 per mensem.
3.—Scholars are to stay in school for five
years, during which time they are not
allowed to marry or to go to the literary
examinations, for fear these might obstruct

their proper studies, This regulation must
be put in the bond.

4.—Scholars in the Naval school will
study in order that at some future day
they may command ships. Those of the
engineering school will study how to take
care of the machinery of the vessels. After
a time they will all be required to put into
practice their several branches.
d.—Scholars of the Naval school, in
every seven days are required to study two
days Chinese under Ohinese teachers. In
the evening the Euglish teachers will take
them out and exercise them in Naval
drilling.

6.—Iun the spring, summer and winter
terms, deputed examdners will go to the
school and examine the scholars, while at
the Autumn term I will proceed myself to
examine them. Those who stand at the
head of their classes will be rewarded with
commissions, and those who are of lower
standard will receive rewards in money,
brevet-rank and clothing.

7.—Scholars of the Naval school have
one day's holiday every 15th day of the
month, Scholars of the engineering school
have one day’s holiday every first Sunday
of the month, during which day, the
parents and brothers of the scholars will
be admitted to see them. Three days holi-
day are given on the 5th day of the oth
moon, and on the 15th day of the 8th
moon. Fifteen days are allowed for the
new years holidays. Fifty days are allowed
for leave of absence at the death of parents.
At their burial, six days. No leave of
absence is allowed at the death of a scho-
lar’'s grandparents, uncles, or brothers.

8.—Sick leave will be granted ouly in
extreme cases, moderate illuess being
treated in the school ; and such things as
medical attendance and medicines will be
provided by the school.

‘GAFFO’ AT THE LYCEUM THEATRE.
-

The inconvenience of reducing the prices
of admission after many subscriptions have
been taken up is no doubt the reason why
the management of the Italian Opera Com-
pauy have not seen fit to inaugurate a
more popular tariff for their performances.
The miserable attendance on Friday even-
ing was however a proof that the present
rates are very much too high, and praise-
worthy as are the efforts made by individual
members of the troupe they do not appear
to advantage beside the cousideration that
three dollars are charged in the dress-
circle and stalls for the privilege of wit-
nessing them. The synopsis of the plot
of Saffo, as appended to the programmes,
is as follows :—*‘ The opgra, the music of
which is of the most brilliant character, 1s
founded upon the tradition of Satlv, the
Lesbian beauty and poetess, said to have
flourished about six hundred years before
Christ. The plot of the opera turns upon
the puiiuu couceived by Saffo for Faone,
a youth of Mitylene, who however, was
unable to return her love, being aflianced
to Clemene, the daughter of Alcandro, a
priest of Apollo in Leucadia. Saffo dis-
plays most impetuous ardour in pursuit of
her object, and oun finding Faoue and
Clemene have been married she even dares
to overturn the sacred fire in the Temple
of Apollo. Eventually in a wild tempest
of passion she hurls herself from a rock
into the sea, being unable to endure
the pangs of unrequited love.” This is
well enough as an outline of the story,
but does not supply a sufficient clue to
the action of the successive scenes. It
was often impoasible on Friday night to
divine what the characters were singing
about, what connection some of them had
with the others, and why they should
undergo such sudden alternations of smiling
complacency and abject woe as they were
apparently subject to. For instance, in

' the last scene, Madame Silini confidentially

informed the audience, at a particular
juncture, that her heart leaped with joy ;
but & moment afterwards a gentleman at
the back made a remark we failed to catch,
aud thereupon a profound melancholy per-

vaded the countenances of all the actors.

Nothing short of a synopsis “of each act
will obviate this defect. The orchestra
was represented by the celebrated Signor
Alfredo Goré upon the piano, and Messrs.
Ejard aud Bernard upon the 1st violin and
lst basso respectively. Why the two latter
instruments should have been called *‘first™
was not very clear, as there were no others
to vecupy the subordinate positions.
celebrated Signor Alfredo Goré’s perform-
ance would have been better had it
boen less couspicucus. Not content with
drowning the voices of the singers by the
energy of his instrumentation, the cele-
brated Signor kept up an accompaniment of
snapping his finger and thumb which could
be heard all over the house, and impressed
us with the belief that he was trying to
supplement his efforts on the piano with
an imitation of the bones or castanets. The
effect produced by this was not very suc-
cessful, and we hope that in future Signor
Goré will find some other and less noisy
means of beating time. He 1s evidently a
very clever pianist, and the specimens he
gave of his powers of execution were vehe-
mently applauded. The opera was fairly
given by the singers, considering the disad-
vantages under which they laboured. Signor
Civccl made a dignified priest of Apollo,
and if he could have restrained himself
from the peculiar bows he made to the
audience every now and then in the middle
of some thrilling situation, his portralture
would bLave been still more effestive.
His voice is rich and powerful, and he
kuows how to manage 1t ver, skilfully.
Signor Arrigoni was scarcely suited to the
part of Phaon, who is described in the
argument as a youth ; but Lhe has a good
stroug voice, and sang the music allotted
to him with vigour and expression. The
most pleasing singer was Signora Siliui,
who took the part of Clemene. This lady
has an agreeable presence aud a soft
musical mezzo voice which was heard to
much advantage. Signora Lubicci repre-
sented the despairing poetess very ably.
She appeared to be suffering from cold,
her voice being inadequate to the exigencies
of the music; but her perforinance was
creditable, and showed much histrionic
ability. The other characters were more
or less of a mystery to us. There were
four or five persons who, from their dress,
we suppouse to have been priests. They
stood in a depressed manuner on one side
of the stage, occasionally putting out their
hauds, to express, no doubt, sume appro-
priate emotion, There was alsusome popula-
tion, dressed in different coloured blouses.
'The functions of these geutlemen were con-
fined to standing in a row with folded
arms, and keeping a silent watch on things
in geuneral. Assoclated with tliem was a
gentleman in a sort of Robin Hood costume,
encumbered with an imitation lyre,—on
which, however, we must do him the justice
to add he did not attempt to play. Lastly
there was a benignant lady in evening
dress, who from the confidential terms she
was on with everybody seemed to be a
sort of indiscriminate friend or confidante,
whose mission it was to soothe, or scold,
or look pleasant or deprecating, accord-
ing to the prevailing situation. Her voice
told well in the choruse+, and hier presence
imparted an air of sereunity to the more
harrowing scenes, which was a great relief.
The last two acts were by far the best,
and no audience could have beeun iu a
more appreciative or indulgent mood. We
consider, however, that the Company would
find it to their advantage were they to
revise their 1épertoire. People do not care
very much for operas with which they are
generally quite unfamiliar, and there are
a sufficient number of pieces, favourites and
well-known to all, which would be quite
within the compass of the troupe. Those
which involve choruses should be avoided,
as well as those which require an elaborate
mise-en-scéne,

i —————— e ——— S ——

AUTUMN RACQUET HANDICAP MATCHES.

RESULT OF FIRST DRAWING.
Ad Class.

Cooper plays Tottie, the latter } 15 17 15
receiving 6 corerrnnrninneneane § 12 15 10

Dyce plays W. Johnston, even 1; 1? lg

Hearn plays Harding, the latter { 15 15 195
receiving 2 ..i.viiiieeinriininieanias { 81212

Caldbeck plays Paterson scratched.

B Class.

Dodwell plays Valentine, the { 1518 15
latter recelving D .ovvvvivenvnrnrens 614 2

Latham plays Hall, the lat- ] 8 1515 10
ter recelving 7 ...oievvvieniinne, 15 811 8

Holliday plays Joseph, the | 15 4 10 10
latter receiving D ........ooennn. % 816 91v

Myburgh plays Grant scratched.

SECOND DRAWING.
A Class.

Wheelock plays Cooper.
Dyce ,, Caldbeck.
Hearn bye.

B Class.

J. Johnston plays Myburgh.
Valentine y» Latham.
Holliday bye.

H. H. JosEry,
Racqyuet Court, HHon. Nec,

20th November, 1882,

S.V.C. AUTUMN PRIZE MEETING.

e

Saturda y, 40th Nov.

10.—Service Cop.—Presented —To be
shot for in winter full dress uniform ; each
competitor £o wear the uniform and use the
arms of his own rauk, and of the branch to
whioch he helongs. Arms, siings, nccoubre-
meunts and unitorm to be perfectly clean,
-and no part to be loosened or laid sside
for firing  Sightato he gquite clean aud no
elevators to be used. The competitors
shall. form in line and shall fire at such
targets an the Commanding Ofticer chovmea
to order. At the discretion of the ufficer
who happens to be in command for the dny
the firing shall take place in single or
double rank, with or without fixed
bayonets, and shall bs from such ranges
not exceeding 650 yards as he thinks lit,
The ofticer may order any compet:itor to
fire several shots consecutively or wmay

The |

oll

tremely cold with a strong wind blowing
across the range. Kleven ecompetitors
put in an appearancs, sud fourteen rounds
were served out to each man. The com-
petitors were formed in single rank, six at
one mound for one tar_et, and five at the
oppvsite one. ‘I'he orders were given :
Nos. 1 and 11, ready; present ; fire ! —
Nos. 2 aud 10, ready ; présent ; fire, and
so oh ; there was both volley and inde-
peudent firing at the different ranges. The
cmnpetitors fired at the word of command.
They also fired with fixed bayounets, and
positions varied, kueeling and standing.
Corp. Logau won the Cup with 35 points,
and Corp. Roberts sec md prize with 34
points. Sergt.-Major Merritt was iu charge
of the range.

Ap, ended ave the scores :—

-

. « T .
— — [ ] —
160 yds. £ 200yds. £ 300yde. £ 52
& = e
Corp. Togan .... 2 34—14 02200— 4 22445—17 35
,» Roberts ., 4582—14 02223— 4 J0222—11 34
Priv. Buchavanu., 4335—16 223%22—11 20n22— @ 33
Troop,Ruff ...... B2u2— 9 02330— » 1iud2=13
Priv, Colborue .. 4132—18 22042—10u 22:0'— ¢ 20
sy JOAIN,,.... v354—14 24002— » L(u22— 6 18
» Yorke ... 2224—10 30032— 8 2viii— 8 26
,» Little ... 2432—11 222u0— > w0 23— 6 25
,s Btrickson ., 2 24—10 z2r20— & JwZu— & 21
y» Ure ... .. 0242— 8 (2024— = 2020v— 4 320
s DBeauchamp, 4422—13 2v200— 4 (W0— 2 18
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NINGFO.
e
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)

H.M.S. Albatross came in on the 2let
inst., and las: night a social meeting was
held at the Sailors’ Rest. In addition to
about thirty from the men-of war several
of the community attended, and a very
pleasant evening was spent, several good
sungs being sung. The Albatruss leaves
here to-morrow for Hongkoug, calling at
¢husan, Foochow etc., on her way down.

Maiiy of our community will remember
the handsome testimonial presented to
Dr. Barchet by foreign aud native residents
on his depariure for HKurope sowe LWo
years ago ; and we are glad to leurn that
that gentleman is ere long expected in
Ningpo agalu.

24th Nov.

T N e s

PEKING.
g
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Here we are in the middle of November
aud rain is falling. This is svmething
quite unprecsdented. We have had how-
cver some pretty cold days and nighte al-
rendy, with some degrecs of frost. OQur
lowest as yet hus been 2i° at night and
42° during the day.

Therte has been a good desl of
coming ard going this month. Awouy
arrivals we wnote with pleasure that of
Mrs. Russell Youuyg, whose health secins
now quite established. Mr. Waeber, the
Russian Counsul at Tieutsing, has arrived
to tuke over the Legation ; and his family
will shortiy juin hum.  Mr. Burzow leaves
at the end of ihe week for Kurope; Mr,
Ohlmer has gone tor a health trip 1o
Shunghai ; the dlev. J. Hudson Taylor
and Mr. Parrott are here on a vielt, and
Dr. Whitney and Mr. Wingate, U.S. Consul
at Foocliow, have reiurned from their fort-
night’s trip to Kalgau and Mongolia. A
Mr. Harris from DManchester and several
others are among our visitors, DMr. Pit-
man is alsuo paylrg us a visit this year
and will leave before the close of navi-
gntion, Mr. Mwude aund Mr. Fittock
of Shanghai have gone for a month’s
shooting into Moungolia.  The French
Minister and his family, with Viscount
Semallé, have left 1o winter in Shanghai.
A cousiderable c¢cloud hengs vver us at
present, cnused by the severe and loug
continned and apparently hopelesa illness
of an honoured member of the commuuiry,

Awmong the Chinese, the priucipil topic
of conversation is the Yiiuuan Dbribery
scandal, which implicates several hlg.h,
personnges iu the Goverument. LTie case 1t
geems is not set led, the parties appointed
to investigate it, viz ,the Military tuvernor
of the City, Lin Shu, and the President of
the I3 'ard of Punishment, albug with the
Fifth Prince, finding it extremely ditlicult
to come to a decision on acceunt of the
high personages involved. Tie Fifth
Priuce is said to have retired frumn the
Commission, At preseut the Lnguiry haugs
fire, awaiting the artival of twd umportant
witnesses from Yiiunan, efter which, that
is a few months’ hence peirhaps, we shall
hear the whole story. 1Tiic head of the
clerks of the Board of itevenue has in
the meantime been arrested and lodged
in the Board of Punishment, an i, if rep rt
be correct, has countessed to 1t all, having
written oul & statement of the moneys re-
ceived by each one. Prince hung is cre-
dited with absorbing Tis. 40,000, Wang
Wéu-shao and Ching Lien each with haif
this amount, The prisoner hunselt admitas
having received some 1is. 9,000 of which
1,000 was already spent wheu apprehended.
Une very strong m:unorial by one of the
Censors has alrendy appesred, aud snother
by «Chang Pel-lun will appear 1n a fow
days which 18 said to be extremely severe,
but directed solely agamst Wavnyg ta jen.
We await with some anxiety the un-
ravelling of this scandal. It looks wn
ugly business.

some excitement has been cau-ed herve by
the depredations of one of the elephauts.
I'lie Cou t at Peking has receive 1 eiepliants
i tribute from Burma, ever since the Ming
dynasty. The other day thedecper of one
of thiem was unable to coutrol the animal,
and it seized several individuals, who have

died in  cousequence. Que maun was
actually torn asuuder, «the infuiiated
antmal having caught his legs, A carter

and his mule were also killed—in all,
several persons have lost their lives. ln
cousequence of these fatal issnes, the
elephant hus had h's eyes gouged oui, but
as it is impossible to kiil hin on ascount of
the thickuess of his skull and hide, a pit has
been duy into which he has beeu placed
with the object of starving him to death.
In the summer this same elephwit com-
mitted some damage on the already de-
lapidated ornameutal arch standing on the
west Chaug-an strest. ‘T'he Emperor will
most probably peusion the fawillies of the
persons kilied by this sad acaident.
We all know how difficult it is, on
account of the enormous size of the air-
cavit -es in the forehead of the elephant,
to kill the ammal. The head of the
old elephant in the Hunterian Museum
in Loudon was riddled with balls before
they hit the brain. Thoe proper place to
aim at, (woluckily quite unkuown to the
Chinese), is in the hollow just abive the
root of the nose; here the case of the
brain is not wmuch thicker—asu anatomists
tell us—than a shilling.

The Rov. J. Hudson Taylor gave a most
interesting leciure the other eveuing on
the rise and progress of the China luland

make any other arrangem ut regarding the
order of fire. Numboer of shots 14 :
sighting or blow off shots.  T'he squad will |
fall in at 7.16 precisely, and no one will|
be allowed to fall in sfterwards. Firat |
Priss, $30; Scoond, $10; No Entrauce
Feoes.

N:I.L

Mission, of whigh he is the head. The
or:anisation 18 perha s sutliciently well
known though China’s M1 lions, the organ
of the Society, as not to need recapitulat-
ing the lending features of their scheme.
The lecture preduced an excelleut impres.
sion aud would esrtatnly remove prejudices

The above cup was shot for on Satnrday
morning. The weather was again most

unfavourable fur shooting, being ex-

\f such existed. Mrc. Taylor, accompanied

- by Mr. Parrott, hns procseded to Pao-ting
' Fu,
17th Nov,



