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Li Hung Chang (L1 Hongzhang). (1823-1901), Viceroy
(Governor-General) of Chihli (Zhil1), who in 1880 was
China’s most powerful Imperial court official. Li was able
to defeat the conservatives opposed to railways and push
through reforms permitting this railway to be built.

FEEE (1823—1901) , HREE, 18804+ Hix
APEAMEIET R . RN T SO R 0 RS
Ik, FraEad e e 1T ekpg i

J=ald

Tong King Sing (Tang Tingshu 1832-1892). Tong was the foremost
founder of Kaiping’'s modern mining industry. He died at a relative
young age, shortly after the railway, which was built to serve the coal
mine, was extended. He did. however, live long enough to see the
railway opened between Tongshan and Tientsin. This was China’s first
standard gauge railway line.
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In 1880, China still had no railways and was some 40 years behind Europe, America and many other small
countries, which collectively already had thousands of kilometres of railway lines. For years the prospect of
railways for China had been discussed by her rulers but conservative hardliners in the Imperial Court had, until
then, successfully blocked attempis to introduce railways. There were three key men who were eventually able to
overcome these obstacles, initially by stealth. These were LI Hung Chang (L1 Hongzhang), Tong King Sing (Tang
Tingshu) aided by an English engineer, Claude William Kinder, who together succeeded in getting China’s first
railway established. Had these particular individuals not been so persistent and devoted to overcoming the many
challenges they faced, China’s 20th. Century history might possibly have taken a very difterent course.
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A group of European staft at Tongshan
(Tangshan) with Chinese officials.
Seated on the left is most probably the
mining company’s chief engineer R.R.
Burnett, who left Tongshan in 1881
shortly before his death in 1883. In the
centre is Tong King-sing a.k.a. Tang
Tingshu. To Tong’s left is believed to
be Chu Yu Chi a.k.a. Xu Run and to the
right of Tong probably Wu Chi Chang
(a.k.a Wu Nangao) another co-director
of the Chinese Engineering & Mining
Company (CE&MCo.) Standing at rear
centre 1s a young Claude .W. Kinder
and to his right 1s likely to be mining
engineer J.M. Molesweorth.
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Claude William Kinder (1852 -1936). Kinder, an English civil
engineer, first joined Tong Kong Sing’s mining company at
Tongshan in 1878, He went on to build Imperial Railways of
North China and served as the railway’s Engineer-in-Chief for 30
years until his retirement in 1909,
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Early History

Cantonese merchant Tong King-sing (Tang Jingxin a.k.a. Tang Tingshu) was a fluent English-speaking Hong Kong
Government interpreter who later became Jardine Matheson & Company’s head comprador in Shanghai. In 1878,
Tong, who by then had been appointed Director-General of the China Merchants Steam Navigation Company,
commenced coal mining operations in the Kaiping district with the backing of the powerful Viceroy (Governor-
General) of Chihli, Li Hung Chang (Li Hongzhang). The first shaft was sunk at Tongshan in 1879 by the new
Chinese Engineering and Mining Company (CEMCo). The Chinese name of this company translated into English
was ‘Kaiping Mining Bureau® (Kaiping Kuangwuju) but Tong Kong Sing decided to use the English name of
‘Chinese Engineering and Mining Company” on company documents.

Transcript : Private May 14th 1882

My Dear Kinder,

From Mr. Burnett’s reports I have very little doubt but that we are
going to work the copper, iron, lead and coal mine in the Yangtsz
and very likely Mr. B will be transferred to the south and you
will have charge of the Tong Colliery. The Contract system is
indispensable so please do your best to get it put through.

Yours truly

Tong King Sing
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A letter dated May 14, 1882 on the official letterhead paper of the China Merchants Steam Navigation Company:.
The letter, which was written personally and signed by Tong King Sing (Tang Tingshu) in English, was promoting
Kinder as the Engineer-in charge at the Tongshan (Tangshan) colliery following the transfer of Burnett to other
mining interests in central China.
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This is one of the exploratory diamond-tipped rock-
boring drill rigs imported into Tongshan (Tangshan)
in 1878. This was used for test bores to locate coal
deposits.
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