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“Chinese Engineering and Mining Company

The steam ship “Pau Tah” ({7 Baoda ). This ship
was constructed in 1875 for the China Merchants
Steam Navigation Company and was described at the
time as ‘the most comfortable and best equipped ship
on the Shanghai-Chefoo-Tientsin route’ (Shanghai-
Yantai-Tianjin). This was used to ship in parts for the
mine and railway.
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The winding gear at the Tongshan colliery mine
No.l shaft. There are two European supervisors in
the picture. On the right is probably the first Chief

Engineer, Englishman Robert R. Burnett
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“Chinese Engineering and Mining Company ( CE & MCo )
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A view of the first coal mine at Tongshan shortly after
boring the first two shafts and the erecting the winding
gear. The tall square chimney belonged to the boiler plant
where steam was generated to power the huge water pumps
needed to prevent the mine from flooding. This steam was
also used to power a 9.15m. diameter ventilating fan which
could pump 3,400cu.m. of fresh air per minute into the
mineshafts.
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Imperial Railways of North China
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A group photograph of mine workers (explosives
team) at the Tongshan colliery. There are two
European foremen standing at the sides. In
the picture can be seen a wooden case marked
“Siemen’s Exploder™ used for the electrical
detonation of mine blasting explosives.
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PUMPING MACHINERY. (Ope of the steam-powered water
~ pumping-plants, consisting of a
Davey’s differential engine with

&ﬁi@ —_
two separate 50 inch and 30 inch
@@ cylinders. These operated the
Ll lifting pumps in the mine shafts

HATHORN, DAVEY & CO. LEEDS. - :
% o prevent them from flooding.
These engines were imported from

England. Standing on the left is
believed to be R. Bumnett.
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Group photograph of miners at the Tongshan colliery.
There are a number of European supervisors and foremen
standing at the sides
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In 1878 Tong initially placed the company under the supervision of English chief engineer Robert Reginald
Burnett, assisted by mining engineer J.M. Molesworth and, a few months later, they were joined by railway
engineer Claude William Kinder. In early 1882 Burnett was reassigned by Tong to investigate a new Yangtze River
copper and mining project and Kinder was promoted to take his place at Tongshan as Chief Engineer. Unfortunately
Burnett contracted Typhoid while working in the south and died in Shanghai on 19th August, 1883.The transport of
coal from the coal mine to ships on the river at Pehtang (][ JffBeitang) entailed carrying it a distance of nearly 50
kilometres and Tong King Sing attempted, but was unable, to gain permission to build a railway for this purpose.
The only remaining option was, therefore, for a canal to be constructed and barges used for the transfer of the coal
to the shipping point.



