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Tang Tingshu. The first modern entrepreneur of China
OU— YANG Yue—feng ( Sociology College, ANU , Wuhu 241000 , China)
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Abstract Tang Tingshu graduated from a missionary school in Hongkong as a young man and became a com-
prador of Jardine Matheson and Co. for ten years w here he accumulated rich property and expenence of modern
enterprises management. Afterwards he was appointed by Li Hongzhang to establish and manage well the Mer
chant Steam Ship Bureau and Kaipjng Mines, two larger civil enterprises during the period of the W esternization
Movement. The historical facts indicate that he was one of the first generation entrepreneur with modern manag-
ing ability, and pushed the modernization of the Chinese society forw ard by the distinctive w ay of establishing and

managing modern enterprises.
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