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Tang Tingshu and Chinas Early Economic M odernization

Zhan Fengtao Cui Zaixing

Abstract: Tang Tingshu was a famous comprador in China ’s modern

history and an active participant in the W esternization Movement in the late Q ing
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Dynasty. Working a decade for Jardine Matheson led Tang Tingshu into a
professional comprador career. After leaving Jardine Matheson Tang Tingshu
devoted himself into restructuring China Merchants Steamship N avigation
Company founding the Kaiping Coal Mine and supporting railway
construction  gradually transforming from a comprador to a Chinese capitalist
who promoted Chinas early economic modernization as a result. In the process of
economic modernization in China Tang Tingshu took great courage to fight
against the Western imperialist power reclaimed rights he deserved and took an
initiative to start enterprises in modern China. Tang made great contributions to
Chinas modern industry and economic development.

Keywords: Tang Tingshu; Chinese Capitalist; Early Economic Modernization
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