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The Relationship Between the Compradors and the Early Modernization in China

XIAN Qiao-ying
(Xihua University, Pengzhou Sichuan 610039, China)

Abstract: As a bridge of the trade between late Qing Dynasty and foreigners, compradors contributed much to early
moderization in China. Their going into imports and exports accelerated the process of the collapse of traditional
autarkic economy model and the commercialization of agriculture. Dealing with foreign interprises helped them
accumulate plenty of money, know the advanced management system, technology and vendition mode of foreign
interprises. Then they used what they learned from the foreign to create their own new-type interprises which not only
indicated the dayspring of Chinese industry era, but also aroused the Chinese fewor of creating new-type interprises, and
started the great change from traditional to modern mode of production in China. It is more important that their
contribution to Chinese early modemization was not merely confined to physical level. They introduced and promulgated
the western leaming, and gave impetus to the development of culture and mentality and laid a foundation to Chinese
new-type education.
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