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. Su Manshu, a gifted writer and translator in the late Qing Dynasty, was remembered for his

" renderings of some poems by Burus,Byron, Shelley, Goethe and Toru Dutt. Among students of transla-
" tion today, however, opinions differ in evaluating his translation. The present paper is an attempt to throw
some new light on the discussion. It is proposed in this paper that although Su’s translated texts
were not always so faithful to the origi‘nal in meaning, they sometimes succeeded very well in capturing

their charm.
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" A Red, Red Rose

O My Luve’s like a red, red rose,
That’s newly sprung in Juhe;

O My Luve’s like the melodie
That’s sweetly played in tune.

" As fair art thou, my bonnie lass,
So deep in luve am I;
And 1 will luve thee s_tl'll, my dear,
Till a’ the seas gang dry.

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear,
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun:

O I will luve thee still, my dear,
While the sands ‘o life shall run. -

And fare thee weel, my only luve,
And fare thee weel awhile! »
And I will come again, my luvé, '
" Though it were ten thousand mile.
(from The Norton Anthology of
English Literature, Vol. 2, p. 106)
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A Song
A widow bird sate ‘mouming for her love
Upon a wintry bough;
~ The frozen wind crept on above
7 " The freezing stream below.
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'There was no leaf upon the forest bare,
No flower upon the ground,

And. little motion in the air
Except the mill-wheel’'s sound.
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And where are they? and where are thou,
My country? On thy voiceless shore
The heraic lay is tuneless now —
The heroic bosom beats no more!
And must they lyre, so long divine,
Degenerate into hands like mine?
(from George Gordon Byron, Don
Juan, Canto III)
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"Tis something in the dearth of fame,-

Though link’d among a fetter’d race,
To feel at least a patriot’s shame,
* Even as I sing, suffuse my face;
For what is left the poet here?

For Greeks a blush — for Greece a tear.
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