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The Nature and External Thrust of the Hong Kong Seamen's Strike
and Its Impacts on SU Zhaozheng

ZHAO Wei

(School of Marxism, China University of Labor Relations, Beijing100048)

Abstract: The Hong Kong Seamen's Strike in 1922 was initially an economic struggle organized by the
seamen themselves to seek better working conditions. However, with the intervention of the British Hong
Kong government, the nature of the strike gradually evolved into a political struggle against class oppression
and national oppression. From the perspective of external impetus, the outbreak of the Hong Kong Seamen's
Strike was related to the changes of the world labor movement after World War 1. At the same time, it was also
influenced by the changes of the labor movement in Hong Kong. In this strike movement, the workers' leader Su
Zhaozheng played an important role. The strike movement also had an impact on Su Zhaozheng himself, which
significantly enhanced his ideological awareness, especially his knowledge of revolutionary issues, and honed
his ability to lead, organize and mobilize workers in struggle, laying the foundation for his rapid growth into an
outstanding workers' leader, one of the early leaders of the Chinese Communist Party and one of the leaders of
the world labor movement.

Key words: Hong Kong seamen’ union; Hong Kong seamen’s Strike; economic conflict; political conflict; SU

Zhaozheng
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