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Gender * Media * Symbol: Ruan Lingyu in Public Discourse
LIU Lei
( Shandong University Jinan 250100 China)

Abstract: Consumerism prevailed in Shanghai in the 1920s and 1930s which rendered the body and emotion

of female stars to be consumption symbols implying gender discourse. Social elites who had determined to re—

form China also gave the female stars some social roles and gender construction. The female stars were grad—

ually turned into symbol system of discourse power and implanted into the political struggle of discourse power

of feminism nationalism modernism and class struggle. What’ s more the symbol system is to be decon—

structed collaged and remodeled in postmodern theories as a new symbol — nostalgia.

Key words: gender; media; symbol; female stars; Ruan Lingyu
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