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Analysis on Ruan Lingyu’s Tragic Value Both on and off the Screen
Yin Xiaohong' Niu Bailin®
(1. School of Drama and Film Shanxi Normal University Linfen Shanxi 041000;
2.Shanxi TV University Taiyuan Shanxi 030027)

Abstract: Ruan Lingyu was a legendary actress in the early age of Chinese films. Sadness had run though her whole
life. On the screen her performance of the tragic roles was penetrating successfully creating a series of classic im—
ages with tragedy. Off screen she had a hard life and a pessimistic character deeply influenced by the society of
the special era. Therefore the tragic image she performed was a reflection of her tragic fate in reality which both
constitute the tragic value of Ruan as a movie star on and off the screen.
Key words: Ruan Lingyu; film image; life circumstances; value of tragedy
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